Freedom Papers

Joseph Trammell first registered as a free person in 1852, as required by law. His registration number
was 1952. After the appropriate legal documents were recorded in the Register of Free Negroes in the
Clerk’s Office, he received his freedom papers.

This valuable document descended through his family and was donated to the National Museum of
African American History & Culture, Smithsonian Institution, where it is on permanent display. The
display can be viewed online at https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/joseph-trammells-freedom-
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Joseph Trammell, Register of Free Negroes, 1852
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The full pages from the Register of Free Negroes are shown below. Trammell’s registration starts at the
bottom of the first page and continues onto the next.



https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/joseph-trammells-freedom-papers
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/joseph-trammells-freedom-papers







